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P R O V I D E N C E  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H  
 

Order of Worship 
 

M A Y  1 9 ,  2 0 2 4  

  

 

WELCOME 

  

PRELUDE 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP*                                                                                                               from Psalm 67.1-5 

 

Minister:  May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face shine upon us. That your ways may  

                 be known on earth, your salvation among all nations. May the peoples praise you, O God; may  

                 all the peoples praise you. 

 

All:         May the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you rule the peoples justly and guide the  

               nations of the earth. May the peoples praise you, O God; may all the peoples praise you.  
 

PRAYER OF INVOCATION AND ADORATION* 

 

HYMN*  

 

Let All Things Now Living  |  No. 125                                                                              ASH GROVE  

 

     Let all things now living a song of thanksgiving 

     To God the Creator triumphantly raise, 

     Who fashioned and made us, protected and stayed us, 

     Who guides us and leads to the end of our days. 

     His banners are o’er us, his light goes before us, 

     A pillar of fire shining forth in the night, 

     ‘Till shadows have vanished and darkness is banished, 

     As forward we travel from light into light. 

  

     His law he enforces: the stars in their courses, 

     And sun in its orbit, obediently shine. 

     The hills and the mountains, the rivers and fountains, 

     The deeps of the ocean proclaim him divine. 

     We too should be voicing our love and rejoicing, 

     With glad adoration a song let us raise, 

     ‘Till all things now living unite in thanksgiving 

     To God in the highest, hosanna and praise!  
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CONFESSION OF FAITH                                                                                                  from Revelation 21 

  

Minister: Christian, what does the future hold for God’s people? 
 

All:        Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; the old heaven and earth had passed away, and  

              the sea was no more. I saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, descending from heaven, adorned  

              like a bride for her husband. A loud voice from the throne declared, “Behold, God’s  

              dwelling is now among the people. He will live with them; they will be His people, and God  

              Himself will be with them as their God. He will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death,  

              mourning, crying, and pain will be no more, for the old order has passed away.” And He  

              who sat on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.”  
       

SONG OF PRAISE 

 

How Deep the Father’s Love for Us                                                                                          Townend   

 

     How deep the Father’s love for us, how vast beyond all measure, 

     That He should give His only Son to make a wretch His treasure. 

     How great the pain of searing loss, the Father turns His face away, 

     As wounds which mar the chosen One, bring many sons to glory. 

 

     Behold the Man upon a cross, my sin upon His shoulders, 

     Ashamed I hear my mocking voice, call out among the scoffers. 

     It was my sin that held Him there until it was accomplished, 

     His dying breath has brought me life; I know that it is finished. 

 

     I will not boast in anything, no gifts, no power, no wisdom, 

     But I will boast in Jesus Christ, His death and resurrection. 

     Why should I gain from His reward? I cannot give an answer, 

     But this I know with all my heart, His wounds have paid my ransom. 

 

PUBLIC CONFESSION OF SIN                                                                                            from the Valley of Vision  

 

Minister: Let us confess our sins before our righteous and holy God. 

 

All:        Gracious Heavenly Father, you have attributed my sin on my substitute, and have imputed  

              his righteousness to my soul, clothing me with a bridegroom’s robe, a robe of holiness. But   

              in my daily living, I am still in rags. I have no robe to cover my sins, no loom to weave my  

              own righteousness; I am always standing clothed in filthy garments, and by grace alone do I  

              receive a change of clothes. For you justify the ungodly. Every morning let me wear it,  

              every evening return in it, go out to the day’s work in it, be married in it, be wound in  

              death in it, stand before the throne in it, and enter heaven in it shining as the sun. In the  

              name of Jesus we pray, Amen. 
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PRIVATE CONFESSION OF SIN  

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON                                                                                                        Romans 6:23 

 

For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.   

 

INTERCESSORY PRAYER 

 

Children’s Time 

 

After the intercessory prayer, children in kindergarten through 3rd grade and their teachers may exit the sanctuary through the north doors of the sanctuary. 

Teachers will return with the children after the sermon. Parents may meet them by the north entrance, or children may join their parents at their seats. 

 

SCRIPTURE READING*                                 John 5.1-24 

 
1 After this there was a feast of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.  

 
2 Now there is in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate a pool, in Aramaic called Bethesda, which has five roofed 

colonnades. 3 In these lay a multitude of invalids -- blind, lame, and paralyzed. 4  5 One man was there 

who had been an invalid for thirty-eight years. 6 When Jesus saw him lying there and knew that he had 

already been there a long time, he said to him, “Do you want to be healed?” 7 The sick man answered 

him, “Sir, I have no one to put me into the pool when the water is stirred up, and while I am going 

another steps down before me.” 8 Jesus said to him, “Get up, take up your bed, and walk.” 9 And at once 

the man was healed, and he took up his bed and walked.  

 

Now that day was the Sabbath. 10 So the Jews said to the man who had been healed, “It is the Sabbath, 

and it is not lawful for you to take up your bed.” 11 But he answered them, “The man who healed me, that 

man said to me, ‘Take up your bed, and walk.’ ” 12 They asked him, “Who is the man who said to you, 

‘Take up your bed and walk’?” 13 Now the man who had been healed did not know who it was, for Jesus 

had withdrawn, as there was a crowd in the place. 14 Afterward Jesus found him in the temple and said to 

him, “See, you are well! Sin no more, that nothing worse may happen to you.” 15 The man went away 

and told the Jews that it was Jesus who had healed him. 16 And this was why the Jews were persecuting 

Jesus, because he was doing these things on the Sabbath. 17 But Jesus answered them, “My Father is 

working until now, and I am working.”  

 
18 This was why the Jews were seeking all the more to kill him, because not only was he breaking the 

Sabbath, but he was even calling God his own Father, making himself equal with God.  
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SCRIPTURE READING* (CONT.) 

                               

19 So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of his own accord, but only 

what he sees the Father doing. For whatever the Father does, that the Son does likewise. 20 For the Father 

loves the Son and shows him all that he himself is doing. And greater works than these will he show 

him, so that you may marvel. 21 For as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, so also the Son gives 

life to whom he will. 22 The Father judges no one, but has given all judgment to the Son, 23 that all may 

honor the Son, just as they honor the Father. Whoever does not honor the Son does not honor the 

Father who sent him. 24 Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me 

has eternal life. He does not come into judgment but has passed from death to life. 

 

SERMON                                                God’s Grace is Bigger                                       Rev. Colin Peters 

 

HYMN OF RESPONSE*       

  

God of Grace                                                                                                                          Getty, Rea 

 

     God of grace, amazing wonder, irresistible and free, 

     Oh, the miracle of mercy, Jesus reaches down to me. 

     God of grace, I stand in wonder, as my God restores my soul: 

     His own blood has paid my ransom, awesome cost to make me whole. 

  

     God of grace, who loved and knew me long before the world began,    

     Sent my Saviour down from heaven: perfect God and perfect man. 

     God of grace, I trust in Jesus, I’m accepted as His own. 

     Every day new grace sustains me as I lean on Him alone. 
 

     God of grace, I stand astounded, cleansed, forgiven and secure. 

     All my fears are now confounded, and my hope is ever sure. 

     God of grace, now crowned in glory, where one day I’ll see Your face, 

     And forever I’ll adore You in Your everlasting grace. 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

THE LORD’S TABLE 

 

All those who trust in Christ alone for their salvation, are baptized, and belong to a Bible believing church are invited to partake of the Lord’s Supper 

together, feeding on the grace of God by faith. If you have not put your trust in Christ, please allow the elements to pass you by and take this opportunity to 

meditate on the meaning of the Gospel. 

 

A word to parents: Baptized children are invited to the table after they have made a profession of faith and been received as communing members by the 

Session of the church to which their parents belong. 

 

Please hold the bread, and we will partake together. Please drink the cup as you receive it. 

 

The outer ring is grape juice and the inner rings are wine. 
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During the bread      

It Was Finished Upon that Cross                                                                          CityAlight  
 

    How I love the voice of Jesus on the cross of Calvary. 

    He declares His work is finished, He has spoken this hope to me. 

    Though the sun had ceased its shining, though the war appeared as lost. 

    Christ had triumphed over evil, it was finished upon that cross. 
  

    Now the curse, it has been broken, Jesus paid the price for me. 

    Full, the pardon He has offered. Great, the welcome that I receive. 

    Boldly I approach my Father; clothed in Jesus’ righteousness. 

    There is no more guilt to carry, it was finished upon that cross. 
  

    Death was once my great opponent, fear once had a hold on me. 

    But the Son who died to save us rose that we would be free indeed! 

    Free from every plan of darkness, free to live and free to love. 

    Death is dead and Christ is risen, it was finished upon that cross. 
 

    Onward to eternal glory, to my Savior and my God. 

    I rejoice in Jesus’ victory, it was finished upon that cross. 
 

During the cup   

     Instrumental 

  

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

 

CLOSING HYMN*                                                                       
  

Jesus, What a Friend for Sinners!                                                                                        HYFRYDOL 

Stanzas 1, 3 and 4 
 

   Jesus, what a Friend for sinners! Jesus, lover of my soul, 

   Friends may fail me, foes assail me, he, my Savior, makes me whole. 
   

   Chorus: Hallelujah, what a Savior! Hallelujah, what a Friend! 

   Saving, helping, keeping, loving, he is with me to the end. 
 

   Jesus! I do now receive Him, more than all in Him I find. 

   He has granted me forgiveness, I am His, and He is mine.      Chorus 
 

   Jesus, what a help in sorrow! While the billows o’er me roll, 

   Even when my heart is breaking, he, my comfort, helps my soul.     Chorus                                         
  

BENEDICTION*        
                                                          

Minister: Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be with you from this  

                time forth and forevermore. 


