
 

 

 
 

P R O V I D E N C E  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H  
 

Order of Worship 
 

 

A P R I L  2 ,  2 0 2 1  
 
 
 
 

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP                 Passacaglia       William Walton 

                                                           arr. Jonathan R. Smith 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP*                                                                                             from Psalm 118.22-26 

 

Minister: The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone. 
 
All: This is the LORD’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes. 

 

Minister: This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 
All: Save us, we pray, O LORD! O LORD, we pray, give us success! Blessed is he who 

comes in the name of the LORD!  

 
PRAYER OF ADORATION*               
 
O the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus!  |  No. 535                           EBENEZER 

Stanzas 1-3 

 
O the deep, deep love of Jesus! Vast, unmeasured, boundless, free; 
Rolling as a mighty ocean in its fullness over me. 
Underneath me, all around me, is the current of thy love; 
Leading onward, leading homeward, to thy glorious rest above.        
 
O the deep, deep love of Jesus! Spread his praise from shore to shore; 
How he loveth, ever loveth, changeth never, nevermore; 
How he watches o’er his loved ones, died to call them all his own; 
How for them he intercedeth, watcheth o’er them from the throne. 
 
O the deep, deep love of Jesus! Love of ev’ry love the best: 
‘Tis an ocean vast of blessing, ‘tis a haven sweet of rest. 
O the deep, deep love of Jesus! ‘Tis a heav’n of heav’ns to me; 
And it lifts me up to glory, for it lifts me up to thee.  
 
CONFESSION OF FAITH                                                                     Westminster Shorter Catechism, Question 27 

 

Minister: How was Christ humiliated? 
 
All: Christ was humiliated: by being born as a man and born into a poor family; by  

being made subject to the law and suffering the miseries of this life, the anger of God, 

and the curse of death on the cross; and by being buried and remaining under the power 

of death for a time.  



 

 

two 

 
FIRST READING                                     The Last Supper 

Matthew 26:17-29  
 

17 Now on the 6rst day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Where 
will you have us prepare for you to eat the Passover?” 18 He said, “Go into the city to a  
certain man and say to him, ‘The Teacher says, My time is at hand. I will keep the Passover 
at your house with my disciples.’ ” 19 And the disciples did as Jesus had directed them, and 
they prepared the Passover. 
 
20 When it was evening, he reclined at table with the twelve. 21 And as they were eating, he 
said, “Truly, I say to you, one of you will betray me.” 22 And they were very sorrowful and 
began to say to him one after another, “Is it I, Lord?” 23 He answered, “He who has dipped 
his hand in the dish with me will betray me. 24 The Son of Man goes as it is written of him, 
but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been better for 
that man if he had not been born.” 25 Judas, who would betray him, answered, “Is it I,  
Rabbi?” He said to him, “You have said so.” 
 
26 Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to the 
disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” 27 And he took a cup, and when he had 
given thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you, 28 for this is my blood of the 
covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 29 I tell you I will not 
drink again of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my  
Father’s kingdom.” 
 
There is a Redeemer              K. Green 

 
There is a redeemer: Jesus, God’s own Son, 
Precious lamb of God, Messiah, Holy One. 
 
Chorus: Thank you, oh my Father, for giving us your Son, 

 And leaving your Spirit ‘til the work on earth is done. 

 
Jesus my redeemer, name above all names, 
Precious lamb of God, Messiah; oh, for sinners slain.  Chorus 
 
When I stand in glory, I will see his face, 
And there I’ll serve my king forever in that holy place.  Chorus 
 
There is a redeemer: Jesus, God’s own Son, 
Precious lamb of God, Messiah, Holy One.  Chorus 
 

SECOND READING                             The Garden               
Matthew 26:30-46  

 
30 And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 31 Then Jesus 
said to them, “You will all fall away because of me this night. For it is written, ‘I will strike 
the shepherd, and the sheep of the Fock will be scattered.’ 32 But after I am raised up, I will 
go before you to Galilee.” 33 Peter answered him, “Though they all fall away because of you, 
I will never fall away.” 34 Jesus said to him, “Truly, I tell you, this very night, before the 
rooster crows, you will deny me three times.” 35 Peter said to him, “Even if I must die with 
you, I will not deny you!” And all the disciples said the same. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
            
 

 



                     
SECOND READING CONTINUED 

 
36 Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to his disciples, “Sit 
here, while I go over there and pray.” 37 And taking with him Peter and the two sons of  
Zebedee, he began to be sorrowful and troubled. 38 Then he said to them, “My soul is very 
sorrowful, even to death; remain here, and watch with me.” 39 And going a little farther he 
fell on his face and prayed, saying, “My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me; 
nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will.” 40 And he came to the disciples and found them 
sleeping. And he said to Peter, “So, could you not watch with me one hour? 41 Watch and 
pray that you may not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the Fesh is 
weak.” 42 Again, for the second time, he went away and prayed, “My Father, if this cannot 
pass unless I drink it, your will be done.” 43 And again he came and found them sleeping, for 
their eyes were heavy. 44 So, leaving them again, he went away and prayed for the third 
time, saying the same words again. 45 Then he came to the disciples and said to them, “Sleep 
and take your rest later on. See, the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is betrayed into 
the hands of sinners. 46 Rise, let us be going; see, my betrayer is at hand.” 
                
MUSICAL OFFERING           “To See the King of Heaven Fall”          GETTY/TOWNEND 

  

To see the King of heaven fall in anguish to His knees, 

The Light and Hope of all the world now overwhelmed with grief. 

What nameless horrors must He see, to cry out in the garden: 

“Oh, take this cup away from me! Yet not my will but Yours.” 

To know each friend will fall away, and heaven’s voice be still, 

For hell to have its vengeful day upon Golgotha’s hill. 

No words describe the Savior’s plight, to be by God forsaken 

‘Til wrath and love are satis=ed, and every sin is paid. 

What took Him to this wretched place, what kept Him on this road? 

His love for Adam’s cursed race, for every broken soul. 

No sin too slight to overlook, no crime too great to carry, 

All mingled in this poisoned cup, and yet He drank it all. 

The Savior drank it all. 
 

THIRD READING                                  The Trial              
Matthew 26:57-75  

 
57 Then those who had seized Jesus led him to Caiaphas the high priest, where the scribes 
and the elders had gathered. 58 And Peter was following him at a distance, as far as the 
courtyard of the high priest, and going inside he sat with the guards to see the end. 59 Now 
the chief priests and the whole council were seeking false testimony against Jesus that they 
might put him to death, 60 but they found none, though many false witnesses came forward. 
At last two came forward 61 and said, “This man said, ‘I am able to destroy the temple of 
God, and to rebuild it in three days.’ ” 62 And the high priest stood up and said, “Have you 
no answer to make? What is it that these men testify against you?” 63 But Jesus remained 
silent. And the high priest said to him, “I adjure you by the living God, tell us if you are the 
Christ, the Son of God.” 64 Jesus said to him, “You have said so. But I tell you, from now on 
you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power and coming on the clouds of 
heaven.” 65 Then the high priest tore his robes and said, “He has uttered blasphemy. What 
further witnesses do we need? You have now heard his blasphemy. 66 What is your  
judgment?” They answered, “He deserves death.” 67 Then they spit in his face and struck 
him. And some slapped him, 68 saying, “Prophesy to us, you Christ! Who is it that struck 
you?” 
 
69 Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. And a servant girl came up to him and 
said, “You also were with Jesus the Galilean.” 70 But he denied it before them all, saying, “I 
do not know what you mean.” 71 And when he went out to the entrance, another servant 
girl saw him, and she said to the bystanders, “This man was with Jesus of Nazareth.” 72 And 
again he denied it with an oath: “I do not know the man.” 73 After a little while the  
bystanders came up and said to Peter, “Certainly you too are one of them, for your accent 
betrays you.” 74 Then he began to invoke a curse on himself and to swear, “I do not know 
the man.” And immediately the rooster crowed. 75 And Peter remembered the saying of  
Jesus, “Before the rooster crows, you will deny me three times.” And he went out and wept 
bitterly. 
 three 



 

 
MUSICAL OFFERING        “When Jesus Died for Me”                          William Billings              

             arr. Patrick M. Liebergen 

 
When Jesus died for me upon the holy cross, 

God’s love was given to set me free. 

When Jesus died at Calvary, 

The Son of God eternal won the victory! 

 

PUBLIC CONFESSION OF SIN                       

 
Minister:  Let us confess our sins before our righteous and holy God. 
 
All: Lord Jesus, I have sinned times without number, and been guilty of pride and  

unbelief, and of neglect to seek you in my daily life. My sins and shortcomings present 

me with a list of accusations, but I thank you that they will not stand against me, for 

all have been laid on Christ. Deliver me from every evil habit, every interest of former 

sins, everything that dims the brightness of your grace in me, everything that prevents 

me from taking delight in you. In the name of Jesus, we pray. Amen.  

 

PRIVATE CONFESSION OF SIN                                                                    

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON                                                                                                     1 Peter 2:24  
 
Christ Himself bore our sins in His body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to 
righteousness. By His wounds you have been healed. 

 
FOURTH READING                              The Sentencing  

Matthew 27:1-2, 11-26    

 
1 When morning came, all the chief priests and the elders of the people took counsel 
against Jesus to put him to death. 2  And they bound him and led him away and delivered 
him over to Pilate the governor…  

 

11 Now Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, “Are you the King of 
the Jews?” Jesus said, “You have said so.” 12 But when he was accused by the chief priests 
and elders, he gave no answer. 13 Then Pilate said to him, “Do you not hear how many 
things they testify against you?” 14 But he gave him no answer, not even to a single charge, 
so that the governor was greatly amazed. 
 
15 Now at the feast the governor was accustomed to release for the crowd any one prisoner 
whom they wanted. 16 And they had then a notorious prisoner called Barabbas. 17 So 
when they had gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom do you want me to release for you: 
Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?” 18 For he knew that it was out of envy that they 
had delivered him up. 19 Besides, while he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent 
word to him, “Have nothing to do with that righteous man, for I have suffered much  
because of him today in a dream.” 20 Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the 
crowd to ask for Barabbas and destroy Jesus. 21 The governor again said to them, “Which 
of the two do you want me to release for you?” And they said, “Barabbas.” 22 Pilate said to 
them, “Then what shall I do with Jesus who is called Christ?” They all said, “Let him be 
cruci6ed!” 23 And he said, “Why? What evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, 
“Let him be cruci6ed!” 24 So when Pilate saw that he was gaining nothing, but rather that 
a riot was beginning, he took water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am 
innocent of this man’s blood; see to it yourselves.” 25 And all the people answered, “His 
blood be on us and on our children!” 26 Then he released for them Barabbas, and having 
scourged Jesus, delivered him to be cruci6ed. 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 four 



 
 
 
What Wondrous Love is This  |  No. 261             WONDROUS LOVE 
Stanzas 1-3                                      

 
What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul, 
What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 
What wondrous love is this that caused the Lord of bliss 
To bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul, 
To bear the dreadful curse for my soul! 
 
To God and to the Lamb, I will sing, I will sing, 
To God and to the Lamb, I will sing; 
To God and to the Lamb, who is the great I AM, 
While millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing, 
While millions join the theme, I will sing! 
 
And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on, 
And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on; 
And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing and joyful be, 
And through eternity I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on, 
And through eternity, I’ll sing on! 
 

MEDITATION ON ISAIAH 53                      Rev. David Rea 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

 

THE LORD’S TABLE 
 

All those who trust in Christ alone for their salvation, are baptized, and belong to a Bible believing church are invited to  

partake of the Lord’s Supper together, feeding on the grace of God by faith.  If you have not put your trust in Christ, please 

allow the elements to pass you by and take this opportunity to meditate on the meaning of the Gospel.  
 

A word to parents: Baptized children are invited to the table after they have made a profession of faith and been received as 

communing members by the Session of the church to which their parents belong.  
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING                          

 

SONG OF MEDITATION                     “O Sacred Head”               arr. Craig Courtney 
  

O sacred Head, now wounded, with grief and shame weighed down, 

Now scornfully surrounded with thorns, Thine only crown; 

How pale Thou art with anguish, with sore abuse and scorn! 

How does that visage languish which once was bright as morn! 

What Thou, my Lord, has suffered was all for sinners’ gain; 

Mine, mine was the transgression, but thine the deadly pain. 

Lo, here I fall, my Savior! ‘Tis I deserve Thy place. 

Look on me with Thy favor, vouchsafe to me Thy grace. 

What language shall I borrow to thank Thee, dearest Friend, 

For this, Thy dying sorrow, Thy pity without end? 

O Make me Thine forever; and should I fainting be, 

Lord, let me never, never outlive my love for Thee! 

 

 
 

 

=ve 



 

 

 

FIFTH READING                                      The Cruci>xion             
     Matthew 27:27-54  

 
27 Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s headquarters, and they 
gathered the whole battalion before him. 28 And they stripped him and put a scarlet robe 
on him, 29 and twisting together a crown of thorns, they put it on his head and put a reed 
in his right hand. And kneeling before him, they mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the 
Jews!” 30 And they spit on him and took the reed and struck him on the head. 31 And 
when they had mocked him, they stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes on 
him and led him away to crucify him.  
 
32 As they went out, they found a man of Cyrene, Simon by name. They compelled this 
man to carry his cross. 33 And when they came to a place called Golgotha (which means 
Place of a Skull), 34 they offered him wine to drink, mixed with gall, but when he tasted it, 
he would not drink it. 35 And when they had cruci6ed him, they divided his garments 
among them by casting lots. 36 Then they sat down and kept watch over him there. 37 And 
over his head they put the charge against him, which read, “This is Jesus, the King of the 
Jews.” 38 Then two robbers were cruci6ed with him, one on the right and one on the left. 
39 And those who passed by derided him, wagging their heads 40 and saying, “You who 
would destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days, save yourself! If you are the Son of 
God, come down from the cross.” 41 So also the chief priests, with the scribes and elders, 
mocked him, saying, 42 “He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the King of Israel; 
let him come down now from the cross, and we will believe in him. 43 He trusts in God; let 
God deliver him now, if he desires him. For he said, ‘I am the Son of God.’ ” 44 And the 
robbers who were cruci6ed with him also reviled him in the same way. 
 
45 Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the ninth hour.  
46 And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lema 
sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 47 And some of the 
bystanders, hearing it, said, “This man is calling Elijah.” 48 And one of them at once ran 
and took a sponge, 6lled it with sour wine, and put it on a reed and gave it to him to 
drink. 49 But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save him.”  
50 And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice and yielded up his spirit. 51 And behold, the 
curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. And the earth shook, and the 
rocks were split. 52 The tombs also were opened. And many bodies of the saints who had 
fallen asleep were raised, 53 and coming out of the tombs after his resurrection they went 
into the holy city and appeared to many. 54 When the centurion and those who were with 
him, keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place, they were 6lled 
with awe and said, “Truly this was the Son of God!” 

 

Please depart in silence. 
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For Personal Re@ection on this Good Friday 

from Charles Spurgeon’s Morning and Evening 

 

We here behold the Saviour in the depth of his sorrows. No other place so well shows 
the griefs of Christ as Calvary, and no other moment at Calvary is so full of agony as that in 
which his cry rends the air — “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” At this  
moment physical weakness was united with acute mental torture from the shame and  
ignominy through which he had to pass; and to make his grief culminate with emphasis, he 
suffered spiritual agony surpassing all expression, resulting from the departure of his Father’s 
presence. This was the black midnight of his horror; then it was that he descended the abyss 
of suffering. No man can enter into the full meaning of these words. Some of us think at 
times that we could cry, “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” There are seasons 
when the brightness of our Father’s smile is eclipsed by clouds and darkness; but let us  
remember that God never does really forsake us. It is only a seeming forsaking with us, but in 
Christ’s case it was a real forsaking. We grieve at a little withdrawal of our Father’s love; but 
the real turning away of God’s face from his Son, who shall calculate how deep the agony 
which it caused him? 

In our case, our cry is often dictated by unbelief: in his case, it was the utterance of a 
dreadful fact, for God had really turned away from him for a season. O thou poor, distressed 
soul, who once lived in the sunshine of God’s face, but art now in darkness, remember that 
he has not really forsaken thee. God in the clouds is as much our God as when he shines 
forth in all the lustre of his grace; but since even the thought that he has forsaken us gives us 
agony, what must the woe of the Saviour have been when he exclaimed, “My God, my God, 
why hast thou forsaken me?” 
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