PROVIDENCE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Order of Worship

JANUARY 10, 2021

WELCOME
PRELUDE
CALL TO WORSHIP* from Jeremiah 29:11-13

Minister: “For [ know the plans [ have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and
not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.

All: Then you will call on me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. You will
seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart. I will be found by you,”
declares the LORD.

PRAYER OF INVOCATION AND ADORATION*
HyMmN*

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty | No. 53 LOBE DEN HERREN
Stanzas 1, 3, and 5

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation!
O my soul, praise him for he is thy health and salvation!
All ye who hear, now to his temple draw near,

Join me in glad adoration.

Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper thy work and defend thee;
Surely His goodness and mercy here daily attend thee.

Ponder anew what the Almighty can do,

If with His love He befriend thee.

Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore him!

All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before him!
Let the Amen sound from his people again;

Gladly forever adore him.

CONFESSION OF FAITH from Proverbs 3.13-18
Minister: Christian, what is the value of wisdom?

All: Blessed are those who find wisdom, those who gain understanding, for she is more
profitable than silver and yields better returns than gold. She is more precious than
rubies; nothing you desire can compare with her. Long life is in her right hand; in her
left hand are riches and honor. Her ways are pleasant ways, and all her paths are peace.
She is a tree of life to those who take hold of her; those who hold her fast will be blessed.



SONG OF PRAISE
Come Behold the Wondrous Mystery BOSWELL/PAPA

Come behold the wondrous mystery, in the dawning of the King.
He the theme of heaven’s praises, robed in frail humanity.

In our longing, in our darkness, now the light of life has come!
Look to Christ, who condescended, took on flesh to ransom us.

Come behold the wondrous mystery, He the perfect Son of Man.
In His living, in His suffering, never trace nor stain of sin.

See the true and better Adam, come to save the hell-bound man.
Christ the great and sure fulfillment of the law; in Him we stand.

Come behold the wondrous mystery, Christ the Lord upon the tree.
In the stead of ruined sinners hangs the Lamb in victory.

See the price of our redemption, see the Father’s plan unfold.
Bringing many sons to glory, grace unmeasured, love untold.

Come behold the wondrous mystery, slain by death the God of life.
But no grave could e’er restrain Him; praise the Lord; He is alive!
What a foretaste of deliverance, how unwavering our hope.

Christ in power resurrected as we will be when he comes.

PUBLIC CONFESSION OF SIN adapted from Prone to Wander: Prayers of Confession and Celebration
Minister: Let us confess our sins before our righteous and holy God.

All: Heavenly Father, you rule with power and wisdom over the entire universe; you are
the fountain of all goodness. And yet we confess that often we are a people who sinfully
trust in our own wisdom and strength. We are a people who live in this world as if it is the
only one you will provide. Forgive us, we pray. Holy Spirit comfort us in our weakness by
showing us Christ. Make it our chief pleasure to study him, gaze at him, delight in him, and
trust in his wisdom. In the name of Jesus, we pray. Amen.

PRIVATE CONFESSION OF SIN

ASSURANCE OF PARDON Ephesians 2:8-9

Hear the promises of God to those who truly repent of their sins and trust in Christ: For by
grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not
as a result of works, that no one should boast.

INTERCESSORY PRAYER

Children’s Time (10:30 service only)

After the intercessory prayer, children in kindergarten through 3rd grade and their teachers may exit the sanctuary through
the north doors of the sanctuary. Teachers will return with the children after the sermon. Parents may meet them by the
north entrance, or children may join their parents at their seats.

SCRIPTURE READING* Luke 2.39-52
(Please see insert.)

SERMON Truly Astonishing Rev. David Rea
WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE LORD’S TABLE

All those who trust in Christ alone for their salvation, are baptized, and belong to a Bible believing church are invited to partake
of the Lord’s Supper together, feeding on the grace of God by faith. If you have not put your trust in Christ, please allow the
elements to pass you by and take this opportunity to meditate on the meaning of the Gospel.

A word to parents: Baptized children are invited to the table after they have made a profession of faith and been received as
communing members by the Session of the church to which their parents belong.



PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
HYMN*
In Christ Alone GETTY AND TOWNEND

In Christ alone my hope is found; He is my light, my strength, my song;

This cornerstone, this solid ground, firm through the fiercest drought and storm.

What heights of love, what depths of peace, when fears are stilled, when strivings cease!
My comforter, my all in all — here in the love of Christ I stand.

In Christ alone, Who took on flesh, fullness of God in helpless babe!
This gift of love and righteousness, scorned by the ones He came to save.
Till on that cross as Jesus died, the wrath of God was satisfied;

For ev'ry sin on Him was laid — here in the death of Christ I live.

No guilt in life, no fear in death — this is the pow’r of Christ in me;
From life’s first cry to final breath, Jesus commands my destiny.

No pow'r of hell, no scheme of man, can ever pluck me from His hand;
Till He returns or calls me home — here in the pow’r of Christ I'll stand.

BENEDICTION*

Minister: Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be with
you from this time forth and forevermore.

In Loving Memory

We extend our heartfelt condolences to Michele and Jim Kernen in the loss of Jim’s
mother, Phyllis McAllister. We pray they would know the comfort and grace of Christ
Jesus during this difficult time.
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Luke 2.39-52

39 And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord,
they returned into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. © And the child
grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon
him.

# Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover.

# And when he was twelve years old, they went up according to custom. ¥ And
when the feast was ended, as they were returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind
in Jerusalem. His parents did not know it, # but supposing him to be in the
group they went a day’s journey, but then they began to search for him among
their relatives and acquaintances, ¥ and when they did not find him, they
returned to Jerusalem, searching for him. 4 After three days they found him in
the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them
questions. 47 And all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his
answers. ¥ And when his parents saw him, they were astonished. And his
mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us so? Behold, your father and
[ have been searching for you in great distress.” 4 And he said to them, “Why
were you looking for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s
house?” *® And they did not understand the saying that he spoke to them.

1 And he went down with them and came to Nazareth and was submissive to
them. And his mother treasured up all these things in her heart.

°2 And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and
man.



