
 

 

 

 

 
 

P R O V I D E N C E  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H  
Order of Worship 

 

  D E C E M B E R  6 ,  2 0 2 0  
 
 
 

 

WELCOME  
 
PRELUDE  

 
CALL TO WORSHIP*                                                                                                                              adapted from Isaiah 9     

 

Minister: People of the Living God, come and worship! Worship Jesus Christ the Incarnate 
King! 
  
All: His Name is Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, the Prince of 

Peace. Worthy is He of all praise and honor and glory and blessing!  

 
PRAYER OF INVOCATION AND ADORATION* 

 
HYMN* 
 

Hark, the Herald Angels Sing  |  No. 203                                                                 MENDELSSOHN                                                                  
Stanzas 1-3      

 
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King; 
Peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!” 
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, join the triumph of the skies; 
With th’angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 
 
Refrain: Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King.” 

 
Christ, by highest heav’n adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord! 
Late in time behold him come, offspring of the Virgin’s womb. 
Veiled in 7esh the Godhead see; hail th’incarnate Deity, 
Pleased as man with men to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel.     Refrain 
 
Hail the heav’nborn Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, ris’n with healing in his wings. 
Mild he lays his glory by, born that man no more may die, 
Born to raise the sons of earth, born to give them second birth.     Refrain 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH                                               from Micah 5.1-5      

 
Minister: Marshal your troops, O city of troops, for a siege is laid against us.  
  
All: They will strike Israel's ruler on the cheek with a rod. 

  

Minister: “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, 
out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, 
from ancient times.” Therefore, Israel will be abandoned until the time when she who is in 
labor gives birth and the rest of his brothers return to join the Israelites.  
  
All: He will stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of 

the name of the LORD his God. And they will live securely, for then his greatness will 

reach to the ends of the earth. And he will be their peace.  

  
 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

SONG OF PRAISE 

 

Gentle Mary Laid Her Child  |  No. 229                                          TEMPUS ADEST FLORIDUM 
Stanzas 1-3      
 

Gentle Mary laid her child lowly in a manger; 
There he lay, the Unde=led, to the world a stranger. 
Such a babe in such a place, can he be the Savior? 
Ask the saved of all the race who have found his favor. 
 

Angels sang about his birth, wise men sought and found him; 
Heaven’s star shone brightly forth, glory all around him. 
Shepherds saw the wondrous sight, heard the angels singing; 
All the plains were lit that night, all the hills were ringing. 
 

Gentle Mary laid her child lowly in a manger; 
He is still the Unde=led, but no more a stranger. 
Son of God of humble birth, beautiful the story; 
Praise his name in all the earth, hail the King of glory! 
 

PUBLIC CONFESSION OF SIN                 adapted from Prone to Wander: Prayers of Confession and Celebration  

 

Minister: Let us confess our sins before our righteous and holy God. 
 

All: Heavenly Father and King, we come to you today as people who would rather govern 

our own lives than submit to your rule and shepherding. Instead of bowing down in  

reverence that you, the almighty creator King of the universe should stoop so low to love 

and care for us, we often treat you as a servant who should do our bidding and meet all our 

desires. Instead of honoring the wonderful and merciful Father that you are to us, we run 

from your goodness and love toward the false and dangerous hopes of our desires and  

idolatries. Forgive us, we pray. Through the power of the Holy Spirit, help us to trust in 

you throughout the various situations of our lives. In the name of Jesus, we pray. Amen.  
 

PRIVATE CONFESSION OF SIN  
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON                                                  Romans 5:1                                                 

 

Hear the promises of God to those who truly repent of their sins and trust in Christ: Therefore 
having been justi=ed by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.       
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM (9 a.m. service) 
 

Elizabeth Grace Bill 

Jacqueline McKay Bill 
 

INTERCESSORY PRAYER     
 

Children’s Time (10:30 service only) 
 

After the intercessory prayer, children in kindergarten through 3rd grade and their teachers may exit the sanctuary through 

the north doors of the sanctuary. Teachers will return with the children after the sermon. Parents may meet them by the 

north entrance, or children may join their parents at their seats. 

 

SCRIPTURE READING*                    Matthew 1.18-25 

(Please see insert.) 
 

SERMON                               Overshadowed                               Rev. David Rea 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

THE LORD’S TABLE 

 

All those who trust in Christ alone for their salvation, are baptized, and belong to a Bible believing church are invited to partake 

of the Lord’s Supper together, feeding on the grace of God by faith. If you have not put your trust in Christ, please allow the 

elements to pass you by and take this opportunity to meditate on the meaning of the Gospel.  
 

A word to parents: Baptized children are invited to the table after they have made a profession of faith and been received as 

communing members by the Session of the church to which their parents belong.  
 



 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

 

HYMN* 
 

Joy to the World   |  No. 195                                                                                                            ANTIOCH 
Stanzas 1, 3 and 4 
 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her King;  
Let every heart prepare him room,  
And heaven and nature sing, and heaven and nature sing,  
And heaven, and heaven and nature sing.  
 

No more let sins and sorrows grow, Nor thorns infest the ground;  
He comes to make his blessings 7ow  
Far as the curse is found, far as the curse is found,  
Far as, far as the curse is found.  
 

He rules the world with truth and grace, And makes the nations prove  
The glories of his righteousness,  
And wonders of his love, and wonders of his love,  
And wonders, wonders of his love. 
 

BENEDICTION*                Numbers 6:24-26                                   

 

Minister: The Lord bless you and keep you; The Lord make His face to shine upon you 
and be gracious to you; The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.                
 

 
 

Angie Heyde, Violin 

Rachel McClarty, Violin 

Lauren Menard, Viola 

Tess Crowther, Cello 

 

 
 

 

In Loving Memory 
 

We extend our heartfelt condolences to Dawn and Houston Harris, as well as Mary 
Aldon and Houston, in the loss of Dawn’s mother, Andrea Edwards. We pray they 
would know the comfort and grace of Christ Jesus during this dif=cult time.  
 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Matthew 1.18-25 

 
18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother 
Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together, she was found 
to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19 And her husband Joseph, being a just 
man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20 But 
as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him 
in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your 
wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will 
bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from 
their sins.” 22 All this took place to ful=ll what the Lord had spoken by the 
prophet:  
 

23 “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,  
and they shall call his name Immanuel” (which means, God with us).  

 
24 When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded 
him: he took his wife, 25 but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. 
And he called his name Jesus.  
 
 
 

Luke 1.26-38 

  
26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee 
named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of 
the house of David. And the virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And he came to her 
and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” 29 But she was 
greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this 
might be. 30 And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have 
found favor with God. 31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and 
bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be 
called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the 
throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob  
forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”  
 
34 And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?”  
 
35 And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 
power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born 
will be called holy -- the Son of God. 36 And behold, your relative Elizabeth 
in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her 
who was called barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38 And 
Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to 
your word.” And the angel departed from her. 


