
 

 

 

 

 
 

P R O V I D E N C E  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  CHU R C H  
Order of Worship 

 

  D E C E M B E R  1 3 ,  2 0 2 0  
 
 
 

 

WELCOME  
 
PRELUDE  

 
CALL TO WORSHIP*                                                                                                                 from Luke 1.68; 2.25; 2:30-32  

 

Minister: Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, because he has come and has redeemed his 
people, for those who have been waiting for the consolation of Israel.  
  
All: For my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of all 

people, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel. 

 
PRAYER OF INVOCATION AND ADORATION* 

 
HYMN* 
 

Once In Royal David’s City  |  No. 225                                                                             IRBY 
Stanzas 1, 2, 4, and 5  

 
Once in royal David’s city stood a lowly cattle shed, 
Where a mother laid her baby in a manger for his bed: 
Mary was that mother mild; Jesus Christ, her little child. 
 
He came down to earth from heaven who is God and Lord of all, 
And his shelter was a stable, and his cradle was a stall: 
With the poor and mean and lowly, lived on earth our Savior holy. 
 
And our eyes at last shall see him, through his own redeeming love; 
For that child so dear and gentle is our Lord in heav’n above, 
And he leads his children on to the place where he is gone. 
 
Not in that poor lowly stable, with the oxen standing by, 
We shall see him, but in heaven, set at God’s right hand on high; 
When like stars his children crowned all in white shall wait around. 
 

CONFESSION OF FAITH                                                  from Isaiah 9:6-7  

 
Minister: What do you believe concerning the advent of Jesus Christ? 
  
All: For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his 

shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 

Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no end. He 

will reign on David's throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with 

justice and righteousness from that time on and forever. The zeal of the LORD Almighty 

will accomplish this. 

  
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

SONG OF PRAISE 

 

What Child is This  |  No. 213                                                                  GREENSLEEVES                                                                 

Stanzas 1-3       

 
What child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mary’s lap is sleeping? 
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, while shepherds watch are keeping? 
This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing: 
Haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mary. 
 
Why lies he in such mean estate, where ox and ass are feeding? 
Good Christian, fear; for sinners here the silent Word is pleading. 
Nails, spear shall pierce him through; the cross be borne for me, for you: 
Hail, hail the Word made :esh, the babe, the son of Mary. 
 
So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; come, peasant, king, to own him; 
The King of kings salvation brings, let loving hearts enthrone him. 
Raise, raise the song on high, the virgin sings her lullaby: 
Joy, joy for Christ is born, the babe, the son of Mary.                                       
 
PUBLIC CONFESSION OF SIN                  

 
Minister: Let us confess our sins before our righteous and holy God. 
 
All: Heavenly Father, although you are a holy God who cannot look upon sin, we ask that 

you look upon Christ our Savior and forgive us for His sake. You have promised us that if 

we confess our sins, you are faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from 

all unrighteousness. We pray this in the name of Jesus. Amen.  

 

PRIVATE CONFESSION OF SIN  

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON                                              Ephesians 1:7, Romans 4:7  

 
In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with  
the riches of God's grace. Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are  
covered.   
 

INTERCESSORY PRAYER     
 

Children’s Time (10:30 service only) 
 

After the intercessory prayer, children in kindergarten through 3rd grade and their teachers may exit the sanctuary through 

the north doors of the sanctuary. Teachers will return with the children after the sermon. Parents may meet them by the 

north entrance, or children may join their parents at their seats. 

 

SCRIPTURE READING*                        Luke 1:39-56  

(Please see insert.) 

 

SERMON             Mary’s Song – Making Much of the Lord           Rev. Chris Bennett 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

THE LORD’S TABLE 
 

All those who trust in Christ alone for their salvation, are baptized, and belong to a Bible believing church are invited to partake 

of the Lord’s Supper together, feeding on the grace of God by faith. If you have not put your trust in Christ, please allow the 

elements to pass you by and take this opportunity to meditate on the meaning of the Gospel.  
 

A word to parents: Baptized children are invited to the table after they have made a profession of faith and been received as 

communing members by the Session of the church to which their parents belong.  
 

 

 

 
 
 



 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

HYMN* 
 

God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen  |  No. 211                                       GOD REST YE MERRY 
Stanzas 1-3                          
 

God rest ye merry, gentlemen, let nothing you dismay, 
Remember Christ our Savior was born on Christmas day, 
To save us all from Satan’s pow’r when we were gone astray; 
 

Chorus: 

O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy, 

O tidings of comfort and joy. 
 

From God our heavenly Father, a blessed angel came; 
And unto certain shepherds brought tidings of the same: 
How that in Bethlehem was born the Son of God by name. 
 

Chorus 
 

“Fear not, then,” said the angel, “let nothing you affright; 
This day is born a Savior of a pure virgin bright, 
To free all those who trust in him from Satan’s pow’r and might.” 
 

Chorus 
 

BENEDICTION*                                                   

 

Minister: May the blessing of God Almighty, God the Father, God the Son, and God 
the Holy Spirit, be with you all now and forever.              

 

 

 

Michael Attaway, trumpet 
 

 

 

Celebration of Birth! 
 

We rejoice with Courtney and Nate Libby, as well as Elizabeth, as they welcome their 
son and brother, Owen Donald, born on December 3!  

 



 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Luke 1.39-56 

  
39 In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a 
town in Judah, 40 and she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted  
Elizabeth. 41 And when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the baby leaped 
in her womb. And Elizabeth was Elled with the Holy Spirit, 42 and she  
exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the 
fruit of your womb! 43 And why is this granted to me that the mother of my 
Lord should come to me? 44 For behold, when the sound of your greeting 
came to my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. 45 And blessed is she 
who believed that there would be a fulEllment of what was spoken to her 
from the Lord.” 
 
46 And Mary said, 
 
“My soul magniEes the Lord, 
47  and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
48 for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant. 
    For behold, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
49 for he who is mighty has done great things for me, 
    and holy is his name. 
50 And his mercy is for those who fear him 
    from generation to generation. 
51 He has shown strength with his arm; 
    he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts; 
52 he has brought down the mighty from their thrones 
    and exalted those of humble estate; 
53 he has Elled the hungry with good things, 
    and the rich he has sent away empty. 
54 He has helped his servant Israel, 
    in remembrance of his mercy, 
55 as he spoke to our fathers, 
    to Abraham and to his offspring forever.” 
 
56 And Mary remained with her about three months and returned to her 
home.  
 
 
 


